[Socioeconomic factors and the incidence of premature labor in a polluted environment].
The effects of socioeconomic factors on the incidence of premature births were studied in Chorzów. For a better evaluation of the socioeconomic conditions a scoring system was used based on such parameters as marital status of the mothers, educational level, living conditions, flat equipment, property owned by the family and economic status. The incidence of prematurity was 14.1%. In over 40% of cases premature births were associated with poor conditions of life. Occupational work under stressful conditions significantly increased the rate of prematurity. After a review of similar studies of other authors it is accepted that environmental pollution is an additional risk factor for the fetus.